
Flash Contra in Monterey
 
On Saturday, March 23rd, more than two 
dozen veteran contra dancers joined with the 
Crabapples and caller Warren Blier for an 
impromptu outdoor dance at Monterey’s Custom 
House for our first ever “Flash Contra.”
The idea for the event originated with the 
Crabapples’ fiddler, Marta Lynch, who suggested 
to her band mates that they hold a practice 
outdoors at some of the pianos recently placed 
in and around Monterey. Sponsored by the 
Monterey Symphony (http://streetpianos.com/
monterey2013/), 10 artfully decorated pianos 
were placed in public locations to inspire local 
residents and visitors to play, including at the 
Custom House and the wharf. 

According to Marta, “We met down at the 
Custom House on a Thursday afternoon 
and played, and then we trouped on down 
to the wharf and played with the piano at 
the wharf for a while. It was one of those 
beautiful spring days and it was so nice to 
be playing outside.” The Crabapples usually 
practice for two to three hours each week. 
“We had people coming up to us and asking 
us what we were doing.” 

Inspired by the fun reactions they received 
from passersby, Marta took her idea one step 
further. “I just thought, ‘we need dancers.’ Why 
don’t we do a dance.” So, she quickly set to 
work to organize this event. After contacting 
Warren to call the event, she then set out to 
gather together a minimum of 12 dancers; 
within two days, she had more a dozen 
dancers answering her call.

MCDC Info
Are you on the MCDC email list?  You should be ... sign up at our dances or email us at:

MontereyCDC@gmail.com

Member Story 
Our CloseUp story for this issue is on former, 
long-time MCDC president, Jean Chapin. Read 
her story on page 2. 

In This Issue....

From MCDC
 
MCDC’s president, Elizabeth Todd writes an 
open letter to the dance community. Read her 
comments on page 3. (You can also respond to 
her letter by emailing MCDC at MontereyCDC@
gmail.com.) 

Monster Band 
Returns!

 
See some photos from the latest Monterey 
Monster Band performance on page 4.

Calling All Dancers - 
MCDC Needs You!

 
MCDC is currently recruiting new dance 
managers to join our volunteer team of people 
who ensure our dances are fun for all. See details 
on Page 2. 

MCDC Online 
Check out the MCDC website: 

montereycdc.webs.com/

We’re developing new pages full of 
information, photos and videos of our fun 
dances. Visit us often!

You can also:

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/groups/85982960311

Join Us on Meetup.com: www.meetup.
com/Contra-dancing-in-beautiful-
Monterey-California

Hands 4
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MCDC’s Flash Contra at Monterey’s Custom House Plaza.

The Crabapples at the Custom House Plaza “Play Me, I’m Yours” piano.  
(L-R: Teresa Fife, Norm Cotton, Marta Lynch and Bob Silberstein)

Fun in sun dancing. (L-R: Elizabeth Todd, Bruce Allen and Mary Schaefer)

Passersby of all colors and sizes stop to watch and enjoy the contra dancing. 
Some passersby jumped into the fun.
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CloseUp: Jean Chapin
MCDC’s former president for many years, Jean Chapin quietly leads an extremely 
active life, both on and off the dance floor. Her tenure with MCDC’s board dates back 
to the split between the Santa Cruz and Monterey dance groups, back in the late 
1990s. “Being part of the board was an opportunity for me to help develop and grow 
our dance community – and to give back to the community that I’ve enjoyed being a 
part of all these years,” Jean remarked.

Even though Jean is not a member of the 
board today, her support, enthusiasm and 
willingness to pitch in are still very evident as 
a dance manager, advisor to the board and 
the many other dance activities for which she 
volunteers. “Although it’s been time-consuming 
over the years, especially when I was president 
of MCDC,” Jean admitted, “I’ve had such fun 
working with everyone. I’ve made some really 
good friends and have gotten to know a lot of 

good people along the way.”

“I’ve always enjoyed dancing,” Jean said, “having done 
Scandinavian, international folk and ballroom for many years. 
It’s so much fun to be out on the floor, dancing with so many 
people and having a great time doing it. I love the music, the dancing, the enthusiasm – it just feels 
invigorating to me.”

Thanks to dancing, Jean met her life partner, Craig Lee Hemphill, on the dance floor while ballroom 
dancing at Chautauqua Hall in Pacific Grove. In 
addition to contra dancing, Jean and Craig also 
square dance every week, too.

Born and raised in Twinsburg, Ohio along with 
four siblings, Jean attended La Verne College, 
majoring in theatrical arts, after which she 
became the manager of Bookworks, a former, 
well-known bookstore in Pacific Grove. With the 
rise of chain bookstores and the fall of so many 
beloved indies, Jean’s love of books incited 
her to pursue her Masters in Library Science at 
San Jose State University. Most days, you can 
find Jean as the head reference librarian at the 

Carmel Public Library on Ocean Avenue – ask 
her an intriguing question. She loves the challenge!

When Jean isn’t dancing, she’s probably 
enjoying a book for one of her bookclubs 
– or she’s off traveling around the country, 
even visiting relatives in Japan or her two 
grandchildren, Tristan, 3, and baby Kathryn 
in Washington State. Along with her love 
of literature, Jean is an ardent devotee of 
the theater. With her older son, Erik, Jean 
has traveled to such venues as New York 
and London to see the latest theatrical 
productions, her favorite one being Rent. 

“I love that the theater is live, with the actors 
right there on the stage. It’s very much like 
contra dancing. The music is live and the musicians are on the stage playing. With the actors and the 
musicians on stage, you can feel the energy of the live performance, and that’s so exhilarating to me.”

Jean’s checking out the latest in transportation at Pioneertown, California.
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Jean’s familiar smile on the 
dance floor.

Two examples of Jean’s dancing costumes over the years – 
(L) formal ball and (R) gypsy.

Jean and Craig at a recent MCDC dance.

Calling All 
Dancers!

MCDC Needs You!
As you’ll read from MCDC president, 
Elizabeth Todd’s letter to the dance 
community on page 3, you can help 
MCDC flourish and thrive in many ways.

Organizations like MCDC exist because 
of the wilingness of people like you to 
volunteer and help. One such way is by 
volunteering as a dance manager.

What does that mean? As a dance 
manager, you’ll arrive early to set up 
chairs and tables, and be ready at the 
door as fellow dance enthusiasts arrive. 
You’ll manage the cash box, handle some 
necessary paperwork and prepare the 
snack table for the break.

In addition, you’ll make announcements 
about upcoming dances, help fellow 
dancers with any questions and run the 
raffle after the break. Oh, yes, there’s the 
inevitable cleanup after the dance – but 
many of us do stay afterward to help with 
cleaning and putting away the equipment.

Best of all, you’ll get to know your fellow 
dancers while making an essential 
contribution to this dance organization. We 
offer training for new dance managers and 
only ask you to manage once a quarter; 
most people manage at least three times 
a year.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
becoming a dance manager, please 
contact MCDC at MontereyCDC@gmail.
com, or speak with Elizabeth Todd or 
Catherine Coughlin at an upcoming dance.

Summer 2013 
Schedule!

Our latest lineup of dances to twirl and 
swirl you through the summer months is 
available at MCDC dances or you can 
download it as a PDF from our website at 
montereycdc.webs.com/Downloads/
Summer2013DanceCalendar.pdf. 

See you soon! 
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From MCDC’s 
President

My goal as president of MCDC is to continue with 
the tradition of a warm community in which dancing 
and music provide fun for all! So much of what I 
have to be grateful in my own life has bloomed from 
my experiences dancing and playing music at our 
dances. It’s time for me to pay back! 

We, as a dance community, have some serious 
challenges ahead of us. It is important for you to 
know that our dances are losing money. Each 
of us needs to think about what part we can play 
to make the dances financially successful – or we 
won’t have contra dances in the future! 

You could bring friends to dances; post a flyer at 
church, school or work; buy raffle tickets; donate an 
item for a raffle or auction; donate a few more dollars 
to the till when you come in to dances. Become 
a member of MCDC. This organization is totally 
supported by volunteers and their contributions! I 
started by baking a cake for each dance. That was all 
I could afford to do at that time.

Another challenge we are facing is an aging 
floor at the YMCA. I have been actively working 
with the local Y staff and the CEO of our Central 
Coast YMCA organization to improve the dancing 
experience for us. In August, the floor will be 
resurfaced; in the meantime, we are taking steps to 
keep the floor clean and danceable.

I also want to thank our board members for their 
talents, energy and commitment to keeping contra 
dancing alive on the Monterey Peninsula. The 2013 
MCDC board includes Bruce Allen, Laura Cohan, 
Catherine Coughlin, Sharon Gavin, Nancy Howden, 
Brooks Lamé, Bob Schumacher, Bob Silberstein, 
Darlene von Maschmeyer and Becky White. Please 
feel free to share your ideas with the board, either 
in person at dances, the Contact Us page on the 
MCDC website or via email to MontereyCDC@
gmail.com. 

See you soon!

Most sincerely,

Elizabeth Todd, President

Flash Contra in Monterey 
(cont’d from page 1)

Marta also checked with the 
Symphony to ensure that 
the piano would be available 
(since many sponsored events 
had been planned by the 
Symphony). The Symphony’s 
contact was so delighted 
with Flash Contra event that 
she brought the Symphony’s 
executive director to witness it.

As Marta explained, “I feel good 
about making the music that 
dancers dance to. My bow kinda 
goes with the dancers, especially 
something like this that’s almost 
impromptu – it’s just great. People 
seemed to really be having fun.”

From there, the Crabapples and some of the 
dancers (and spectators) moved on to the 
wharf piano and played some more music 
there. 

This was such fun. I’d like to do 
something like that again,” admitted 
Marta. We all agree with you, Marta!

These photos and more can be 
viewed on the MCDC website at: 
montereycdc.webs.com/apps/

photos/.

(If you don’t wanna miss this kind of 
impromptu fun, make sure you’re on 

the MCDC email list.)

Edmund Feingold (L), the executive director of the Monterey Symphony, and a colleague 
joined us in support of our event.

What better way to enjoy a gorgeous spring day – waltzing in 
the park.

What better way to enjoy a gorgeous spring day – waltzing in the park.

Thelma and Charlie Clark enjoy a waltz in the shady retreat of the 
Custom House’s porch.

The Crabapples play at the wharf piano.
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Did you know – Cleaning the bottoms of your dance shoes before and after a dance ensures that your dance experience will be a much better one!

MCDC’s Monster Band

On Saturday, March 2nd, Monterey’s Monster Band took to the floor to orchestrate the evening’s 
choreography. Anchored by Monterey’s own Crabapples and with Warren Blier calling, the 
Monster Band brought together more than 20 area musicians (and some from the Bay area), playing everything from the fiddle and guitar, to the 
flute and penny whistles, bodhran and even the ukulele. The Monster Band dances are a unique 

opportunity for our community’s musicians 
to come together at practices and at the 
main event and have a great time playing 
contra dance music. Stay tuned! Monterey’s 
Monster Band will be baaack! 

(Keep an eye on MCDC’s website and 
the newsletter for more information on 

upcoming events.)
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Coming up....
Starting in August, we’ve got the hot, “dynamic duo” fresh from Catapult dance weekend – UNCLE FARMER ... Bay area favorite PEAK NOUVEAU 
will spark some dancefloor fun ... our hometown favorites, THE CRABAPPLES will keep our feet a’stompin’ ... FARMER’S MARKET STRING 
BAND will pump up the dancing ... with calling by Warren Blier, Nick Cuccia, Jean Gibson-Gorrindo and Robin Steen .. and all that takes us to – 

 FOGGY MOON 

Mark your calendars now ... Saturday, October 5th ... with music by Contra Sutra and calling by our own Warren Blier!
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